
CRUSADER NEWS AND VIEWS 
The mission of Holy Cross Catholic School is to educate tomorrow’s Christian leaders  

by fostering academic excellence in a Catholic community. 
 

August 31, 2017 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
     The Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
“Protecting God’s Children” workshop is 
held periodically throughout the Archdio-
cese. To find a session that fits your 
schedule, go to www.virtus.org and select 
“Registration.” You will be directed to a 
prompt to search for locations. You will 
need this to do ANY classroom or lunch-
room volunteering. (Please call DRE Mr. 
K at 810.765.8300 if you need help.) 
     OLR parish will host the workshop on  
Saturday, September 16 2017. To reg-
ister, go to  

https://www.virtusonline.org/
virtus/reg_0.cfm?theme=0 

     All volunteers working with children 
must have attended a “PGC” workshop. 
Remember: you need to complete this 
workshop in order to volunteer for 
field day or camp or to chaperone field 
trips. 

 got SCRIP?

 
     The SCRIP office has resumed the 
above “school time” office hours. 
 
 

Welcome back to School!! 

     Such a joy to have everyone back! Our 
first week of school has gone wonderfully. 
Here’s a photo of our first-day morning 
gathering in the courtyard: 

Congratulations!! 
...to Micah(3) and Paige(1) Arlow and 
family on the birth of little brother Jonah! 
Jonah arrived on July 31 and is adorable. 

Holy Cross Entry in  

Maritime Days Parade: 

Eighth Graders’ Rummage Sale 

     Our eighth graders’ sale was a rousing 
success!! They raised nearly $6900 for 
their trip (nearly 90% of the esti-
mated total cost of the trip) during 
the weeks of collecting and their 5 
days of selling. WOW!! Many, 
many thanks to Ms. Pam Dezsi 
who donated her yard for the 
event.  
     From mom Theresa Kukawka 
who helped:  “We had a huge vari-
ety of beautiful, desirable, useful 
items!! We overheard people call-
ing their friends to say ‘You gotta 
come—this is a GREAT 
SALE!  Nice furniture, dishes, bed-
ding, holiday decorations, house-
hold items, toys & games, clothes 
& shoes... you name it!’ 

     “The selling actually be-
gan Wednesday night when the tables 
went up, and ended Sunday night.  Peo-
ple were drawn like magnets to the big 
yard filled with tents, front and back.  The 
students worked long and hard and 
learned a lot about the generosity of good 
people they’d never seen before and the 
value of items. 
     “They also had an opportunity to ‘pay it 
forward.’ Items were freely given to cus-
tomers collecting: yoga mats for the 
homeless; puzzles for mentally chal-
lenged adult centers; bikes and dress up 
clothes for children in foster care; formal 
dresses to angel gowns for families who 
have lost a child.  It was both a joy and a 
privilege to meet such beautiful people 
and to learn about all these special minis-
tries. Many parishioners made a point to 
drive up and support the sale—God love 
you! We love you!! 

     “Our goal was to raise money for the 
8th grade spring trip to Chicago.  But 
God had bigger plans. Through all the 
heavy lifting & taking turns at the cashier 
table,  evening pool parties & ice cream, 
the students were growing before our 
eyes—growing in maturity, leadership, 
kindness and closeness to each other 
     “After the many long days of collect-
ing, unloading, sorting, cleaning, setting 
up and selling... the tents & tables have 
come down and the leftover treasures 
redistributed (to Kids In Distress, St. Vin-

cent dePaul, St. Mary’s White Elephant 
and SMQOC Book Sale). 
     “THANK YOU, THANK YOU AGAIN 
for all your support!” 

SCRIP office hours: 
Mondays and Fridays 7-9am 

Mondays; 5-7pm; and 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Patty Smith 

Mark Your Calendar…. 

 F-M, Sep. 1-4: Labor Day week-
end—no school 

 T Sep. 5: back to class! (First day 
for East China buses, too) 

 W Sep. 6: first day for preschoolers 

 Th Sep. 7: “Curriculum Night” 5-
7pm (for K-8 families) 

 F. Sep. 8: nonperishable food drive 
for parish pantry 

 S. Sep. 16: Protecting God’s Chil-
dren workshop at OLR 

 W. Sep. 20: vision & hearing 
screenings 

 F. Sep. 22: Special Persons’ Day 

 M. Sep. 25: No East China buses 
home 
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Girls’ Basketball 
     Students interested in participating in 
our girls’ basketball team this fall: (please 
get your sports physical first! then—) 
call the school office to get your name on 
the roster.  Practices will begin next 
week, and the first game soon after. 
 

...and Coed Cross Country: 
 ...a message from Coach Matt Zammit: 
     “Ready to get our Cross Country run-
ners off and to an early start.! First meet-
ing/practices will be on Sep. 6 & 7 17, 3-
4pm, for all interested 5-8 graders.  (You 
need to have had your sports physical 
already!!—get it to Mrs. Steinmetz in the 
office.) Meet me in front of school 
with your running shoes, proper running 
attire and water; you may have snacks 
on hand as needed. 
     “Bring a positive ‘Can Do Attitude’! 
Let’s have fun!!!!  That’s the key/objective 
for elementary/middle school runners. 
      “Pickup time 4pm  after practice. All 
practices  after 6 and 7 Sep will be at 
East China Park (at the Recor Road 
parking area) .” 
 

Sports Physicals 
     Students planning to participate in any 
sports are reminded that they’ll need a 
sports physical. There was a blank form 
in your “summer study” packet (it can 
also be found on the school website: 
“holycrossonline.net/school”—select 
“info,” then “forms and publications”). 
NOW a great time to get it (as well as 
any needed immunizations) done. 
     If your doctor doesn’t do sports physi-
cals, try such places as “Minute Clinic”s 
or “Prompt Care”s. “Community 
First” (555 St Clair River Drive, Algonac) 
offers them: 810.794.4917. Also, St. Clair 
County Health Department’s Teen Health 
Center also offers them: call 
810.987.1311 for more info. 
For a flyer with information and a $5 off 
the physical $25 fee visit: 

http://www.wcs.k12.mi.us/shhs/2017%
20Summer%20Physicals.pdf 

 

Paying for Lunches: 
     Lunch tickets are available (in bulk or 
singly) for $2.40 each (or milk only for 50 
cents). If you opt to pay by check, please 
make your check out to “East China 
Food Service.” (If you send money for  
tickets for more than that day, the re-
maining tickets will be sent home with the 
child who brought in the money.) 
 

Needed—”Lunch Moms” (OR “Dads!”) 
     We’re always looking for lunch super-
visors/subs! Please call Dawn c/o the 
school office. 

Student Poets 
      Congratulations to Grace Govier-
LaParl, Allison Kuzera,  Lauren 
Rosemeck, Claire Campbell, Ava 
DeVeny, Olivia Ogden, Gemma 
Downey, Ashton Demeulenaere and 
Brennen Demeulenaere (and Holy 
Cross alumna Sophia Goulette), who all 
recently learned that poems they submit-
ted were selected for publication! They 
will be in a new book entitled Treasured. 
In addition, the students’ works are con-
tinuing through various rounds of grad-
ing, with prize winners to be announced 
in about a month.  
 

East China Bus Riders: 
     Call the Transportation Department 
(810.676.1100) for info about stops and 
times. Buses will begin transporting stu-
dents on Tuesday, and busing is availa-
ble for ECSD residents from the St. Clair 
area. 
 

Important Papers and Forms for  

K-8 Students 
     Please send in your signed forms 
from the packet you picked up at Crusad-
er Day (or that your oldest “Crusader” 
took home on Monday) regarding internet 
use and publishing, school lunches, and 
Chromebooks. Thank you! 
 

First Day for Preschool: 
     Preschoolers: we look forward to 
meeting you next Wednesday, Septem-
ber 6! Your classes will be 8:30-11am.  
Ms Betsy is looking forward to getting to 
know your family! 

 

No More “Snow Days”! 
     With all students in grades 1-8 having 
the use of Chromebooks, “snow days” 
will become a thing of the past! From 
now on, whenever school is canceled 
due to inclement weather, teachers will 
be in e-contact with their students, and 
students will be able to continue along 
with their individual learning plans. (In the 
event of a power outage preventing 
school from being open, students will 
work on their religion portfolios.) This 
way, “snow days” will not impact stu-
dents’ learning or be counted against the 
school calendar, and we won’t have to 
add days at the end of the school year. 
     These new procedures will be ex-
plained in more detail at “Curriculum 
Night”—5-7pm on Thursday, September 
7. We hope to see all families represent-
ed there! 
 
 
 
 

Dear Dads… 

     You are invited to “Alpha For Men” 
meetings, beginning on Thursday, Sep-
tember 21 at Winne Acres. Alpha is an 
eleven week program for men on Thurs-
day evenings, from 7-8:30pm. Fr. David 
Bechill will be the leader with assistance 
from Carl Wagner, Mike Oldani and Joe 
Kuligowski. The evening will begin with 
food and drink and a video on Alpha top-
ics, and will follow up with discussions of 
topics on faith. 
     Perhaps a major benefit of the Alpha 
program (and the thrust of the Archbish-
op’s message for Synod 16) is the value 
of building relationships among the men 
while talking over topics of our Catholic 
faith. The setting at Winne Acres is ideal 
as a “man cave” atmosphere where we 
can eat, drink, and merrily share in a 
manly relationship with discussions about 
Jesus and His call for “joyful missionary 
disciples.” This is a great opportunity 
to get more acquainted with the other 
dads and friends of your HOly Cross 
Catholic School family while building pos-
itive friendships and sharing in our efforts 
to grow in our faith. 
     Please consider trying it out: contact 
me at cwagner@holycrossonline.net.        
Sincerely—Dr. Wagner 

 

T Shirts / Spirit Wear 
     The PTO still has a few  Holy Cross t-
shirts for sale ($10 each):  1 each youth 
small and large. Call the office for info, or 
stop in to see them. 
     They are also putting together a 
“Spirit Wear” order. An order form is at-
tached. Act fast!—orders are due by next 
Wed. September 6. 
 

PTO NEEDS YOU! 
     PTO is looking for someone to serve 
as Vice President for this year. Duties 
include acting in the place of the Presi-
dent if she is unable to. Please contact 
Suzy DeVeny c/o school for more info. 
 

VG’s Receipts  and  

‘Box Tops for Education’ 
     We continue to collect these through-
out the 2017-18 school year—please 
keep saving them for us! You can drop 
them into the box at the river entrance of 
Holy Cross church during the summer (or 
even in the collection baskets at any of 
the OLR sites: just put in an envelope 
marked “school”). Thanks! 

 

Thank You!! 

...to Mrs. Betsy Davenport for certificates 
she donated to school! 



Holy Cross on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
holycrosscatholicmc/ 

Vision & Hearing Screenings 
       Technicians from St. Clair County 
Health Department will be here to do 
vision and hearing screenings on 
Wednesday, September 20.  Preschool-
ers whose parents have completely filled 
out and returned the required history and 
info form will be eligible for the screen-
ings. Students in grades 1,3,5 and 7 will 
receive the vision screening and stu-
dents in grades K, 2 and 4, the hearing 
tests. If your child is scheduled for a 
screening but you do not wish to have it 
done, or if s/he is not scheduled for a 
screening you’d like to have done, 
please let the school office know. 
     Students who wear glasses or contact 
lenses: please be sure you have your 
lenses/glasses that day so the screening 
will be accurate. 
 

Bus Parking 
     Cardinal Mooney’s buses park on the 
east side of Water Street across from the 
Fine Arts Building. Please DO NOT park 
there. Thank you! 

Raffle Calendar 
..July winners: Marilyn Stefanich of Cot-
trellville, Janet Gottler of Clay Township 
and Julie Wolf of East China; and 
...and for August: Sam Polio of Marine 
City, Meladee Tuzinowski of Cottrellville 
Township and Janet Zweng of East Chi-
na. Congratulations to all of you!!—and 
thank you for supporting Holy Cross 
School. 
 

Curriculum Night” 

...will be on Thursday, September 
7th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  We will begin 
at 5:00 in the cafeteria with a brief up-
date on our beginning of the year and 
any new changes. Then parents will go 
to the rooms of their child's teacher[s] for 
the curriculum expectations presenta-
tions.  Small children accompanying par-
ents, can be brought to the gym where 
we will have student ambassadors to 
care for them. 
 
  
 

Support Our Troops! 
     Recently, Navy destroyer USS John 
S. McCain collided with an oil tanker; a 
number of sailors were killed or injured. 
Sailors remaining aboard that ship are in 
dire need of supplies. As a Christian ser-
vice project (as well as a thank you to 
those service persons), we are collecting 
things to send to them. Needed are Q-
tips, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar soap, 
razors, shaving cream, deodorant, tis-
sues, white wash cloths and towels, and 
navy T-shirts. (We can’t send liquids, 
aerosol cans, alcohol based products or 
pork.) Cash donations will be accepted to 
help cover shipping costs.  
     If you can help, please have your do-
nations dropped off at the school by next 
Friday, September 8. Thank you for your 
support! 
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Cafeteria Pricing for A La Carte Items: 
 

 Bottled/Can Beverages  $ 1.50 
 Mt. Dew Kick Start   $ 2.25 
 All Chips     $  .80 
 Cheese-It      $  .60  
 Cookie      $  .50  
 Goldfish Crackers (Cinnamon, Cheddar &  
  Ranch)     $  .50 
 Milk/Juice     $  .50  
 String Cheese     $  .60 
 Fruit/Vegetable    $  .60 
 Cereal Bar     $  .80 
 Fruit Roll Up     $  .65 
 Muffins      $  .85 
 Yogurt      $  .85 
 Chocolate Chip Oatmeal Bar  $  .75 
  

Booster Club Magazine  / Cookie Dough Sale 
     The Holy Cross Booster Club funds the cost of all 
league sports for our 5-8th graders: all of those students 
are eligible to participate at no cost to their families. 
     To raise the money to cover those expenses, the 
Booster Club runs an annual magazine / cookie dough 
sale. The kickoff for the sale is this afternoon. 
     All students are taking home a sale packet today. 
Watch for “turn in” days, where you can earn prizes! The 
sale runs through September 15. 
     If you currently have magazine subscriptions, chances 
are they can be renewed through us: just mark on the 
order form that it is a “renewal”, and be sure the address-
ee information matches the current subscription. (Or, if 
you wait until the regular renewal time, ask Mrs. 
Steinmetz for an order form them.) 
     All checks can be made out to “OLR.” Save the back 
sheet from the order form as your receipt. 
     Thank you for supporting the sports program at Holy 
Cross! 



 



 






