CRUSADER NEWS AND VIEWS
The Mission Statement of Holy Cross Catholic School is to educate tomorrow’s Christian leaders
by fostering academic excellence in a Catholic community.

December 3, 2015
Protecting God’s Children
Children Workshops
The
Archdiocese
of
Detroit’s
“Protecting God’s Children” workshop is
held
periodically
throughout
the
Archdiocese. To find a session that fits
your schedule, go to www.virtus.org
and select “Registration.” You will be
directed to a prompt to search for
locations. You will need this to do ANY
classroom or lunchroom volunteering.
(Please call DRE Mr. K at 810.765.8300
if you need help registering.)

Thanksgiving Feast:
Thank you to Mrs. Jennifer Laster
and her crew: Mrs. Stacy Goulette,
Mrs. Gretchen Rogus, Mrs. Janine
Winne, Mrs. Dolores Chadra, Ms.
LeeAnne Morelli, Mrs. Tracy Wilson,
Mrs. Dawn Davey, Ms. Laura Bailey
and Mr. “Fizz” Fajardo, for preparing
and serving our feast on the 20th!
Everything was delicious!!

got SCRIP?
SCRIP office hours
Mondays and Fridays, 7-9 am;
Mondays; 5-7pm; and
Wednesdays 1-3pm
“Peddlers:”
Patty Smith (St Clair)
Kelly Glowski(Algonac)

Christmas Program
Our annual Christmas program will
be at 6pm on Wednesday, December 9.
Students should meet their teacher in
the gym by 5:45pm (except actors: they
should be in Mrs. Rock’s room by
5:30pm). Dress code is “dress up.”
(Parents: please keep your children’s
coats when they’re with their classes.)

Do you like to give gift certificates at
Christmas? Do you like driving from
store to store to store to get them? Call
Patty: many are probably available
through our SCRIP program—and can
help you earn tuition credit while saving
miles on your car!

“Toys
Toys for Tots”
Tots

Mark Your Calendar...

Thank You!!
…to Ethan Rogus and family for
donating some of their Lego collection to
our “Lego Leaguers!”
…to Micah and Paige Arlow and family
for donating DVDs to the library!

Koeze Sale
Just a reminder that Koeze orders
are due TOMORROW, December 4
(with a delivery date of December 11.)

Mass Next Week
We will attend mass on Tuesday,
Dec. 8 for the holy day: the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception. Dress code will
be church clothing on Tuesday, please.
As it will be the second week of the
month, we hope you’ll be able to help
the parish’s food pantry by bringing in
some nonperishable food items. Thank
you!

Remember: you need to complete this
workshop in order to volunteer for field
day, camp or to chaperone field trips.

• Home game tonight!
• Tu. Dec. 8: mass day (church dress
code); food drive for pantry
• Wed. Dec. 9: Christmas program
(meet your teacher in the gym by
5:45pm)
• Fri. Dec. 11: Toys for Tots
collection ends

Doing Our Part
Statements (including camp bills) will
be in your mailbox soon. All tuition
should be 70% paid by now, with the 8th
payment due at the end of December.
Camp bills are due to be paid in full by
January 18; tuition, by the end of
February.

LIBRARY / ACCELERATED
READER
Students are reminded to bring
library and accelerated reader books
every Friday!

Boys’ Basketball
The boys’ game on Nov. 23 was at
St Mary McCormick; tonight they host
St. Augustine School.
Their next game will be next Monday,
Dec. 7, at St Mary St Clair. After that,
their last game before Christmas will be
on Monday Dec. 14 at St. Augustine’s.

Girls’ Basketball Photographs
Still looking for a few “action” shots
for
the
yearbook—contact
Mrs.
Steinmetz in the office if you have any to
share. Thanks!

Thank you to Michael Wilkinson for
spearheading this collection to help
needy children! “Toys for Tots” is
sponsored by the US Marine Corps
Reserve to help make sure all children
have a happy Christmas. Collection
boxes are by the school office and in the
Activity Center. All donations (new,
unwrapped toys) should be delivered by
next Friday morning, Dec. 11, 2015.
Thanks for your help!

“Toys
Toys for Tots”,
Tots part 2:
Family registration for help
happened last week. Anyone who
missed those times but is in need
of help this Christmas can call
Jenny at 810.990.5116.

Student Highlights
…for November are:
Preschoolers Noah Beaton and
Victor Bryant, two 3-year-old friends
who are new to our program. Noah’s
favorite thing to play with at school is the
dinosaurs. He also enjoys playing cars
and building with the Legos. Victor also
enjoys cars, building and playing with
play dough. He finds pleasure in
listening to stories and interacting with
others while doing crafts. Both boys are
very energetic and a wonderful addition
to our pre-K group.
Katie Kowalewski has made great
strides this year. She continues to work
hard and ask questions. Katie’s favorite
subjects in second grade are religion
and gym. When she grows up Katie
wants to be a veterinarian. In her free
time you might find Katie running around
or caring for her 6 pets.
Each day 3rd grader Angela Winne
comes to school with a positive attitude,
she is focused on doing her best daily,
and she always practices kindness.
Angie’s favorite book is titled "Puppy In
A Paintshirt", her favorite holiday is
Easter, and she enjoys swimming during
the summertime.
Fourth grader Sofia Neagos is a
great student who always puts her best
effort forward! She plays soccer for
Carpathia Kickers. She loves soccer
and is a valued player. Soon she and
her family will open a family business in
Marine City, which she intends in
helping out with. Sofia is friendly and
kind and we are happy to have her at
Holy Cross!
Devin Allam is new to Holy Cross
this year and is a wonderful addition to
our fifth grade! His polite, positive
attitude and his sense of humor have
helped him to make friends easily. He
strives to do his best at whatever task is
in front of him.
Sixth grader Abbie Cullen is a freespirited girl who, in her spare time,
enjoys eating sushi and meditating.
Recently she began studying Mandarin
Chinese language in Ann Arbor. She is
a good friend and will stand up for what
she strongly believes in. Abbie’s favorite
subject is ELA because she enjoys
doing a variety of projects.
Luke Chadra’s favorite subjects in
seventh grade are math and science.
Outside of school Luke enjoys playing
football. Luke exhibits leadership
qualities and is always lending a helping
hand.

Eighth grader Jessica Barr enjoys
literature and math. Jessie is an avid
writer and expresses her thoughts
creatively through writing. Jessie enjoys spending time with her friends
and reading. All of the students love
Jessie for her lovable qualities.

Crusaders on Parade
Views from last week’s
Christmas parade:

Knights of Columbus
Children‘s Christmas Party
When: Sunday, December 13, 2015 1-4pm
Where: Marine City Knights of Columbus
Banquet Center, 6385 King Road,
Marine City
Who: Students up to grade 6—
accompanied by parent

Playground Etiquette
Parents—a letter is going
home with your students
today regarding behavior on
the playground. Please look
for it and read it carefully,
and sign and return it as
requested—thank you.

No cost! Games (with prizes), activities,
snacks, drinks--and maybe even a visit
from Santa! Hope you can come!

FIRST LEGO League
Holy Cross LEGO Club
What do you call 30 students from
seven grade levels who come together
each week to work toward a common
goal? We call it the Holy Cross LEGO
Club! Following a slow start, the HC
LEGO Club has begun weekly meetings
with very positive results. HC LEGO
Club is our school’s affiliation with
“FIRST in Michigan” and LEGO. This is
a structured program which supports
S.T.E.M learning through the creation of
age appropriate technological devices.
Currently Holy Cross is supporting 3
levels of learning with teams at each
level. Read on to find out who we are
and what we’ve been doing…
Jr. First Lego League (Jr. FLL)
We currently have 15 students in
grades K through 2 participating in Jr.
FLL. These students met for the first
time on Monday, November 30. During
our meeting we talked about what it
means to be a team and then divided up
into three groups. Students worked
together to come up with a name for
their teams; Team LEGO World, Team
Crusaders and Team Candyland. The
students then worked with their
respective teams and created team
logos from LEGO bricks. These are on
display in the school library.
The students also learned of their
“challenge”. This year the Jr. FLL
theme is “Waste Wise”. Each team will
Think, Plan and Build a waste recycling
operation on a 15” x 15” Lego board and
then present their design and build to an
audience. The recycling operation must
include something motorized as well as
a simple machine. To better understand
waste recycling we watched the “Mr.
Cool Can” video
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=629
clJ5VZFc).

First Lego League (FLL)
We have 10 students registered for
FLL with their first meeting yesterday.
rd
th
These students are in 3 and 4 grades
and they will be working with the theme
of “Trash Trek”. This year’s “challenge”
will be to construct and program an EV3
MindStorm robot which can perform
various recycling and waste collection
tasks using gyroscopes and a variety of
sensors. This group is divided into 2
teams.
At our first meeting the group learned
the basic phases of engineering a
project; beginning with, we Think, then
Design and then we Build. The two
teams had to plan and create a simple
machine using LEGOs, then present
their design to the other team. This
team also participated in exercises to
learn to communicate clearly and
effectively in an impromptu setting, as
their challenge tasks in competition will
include technical unscripted interviews.
Everyone is looking forward to our next
meeting when we will explore our EV3
robotics kits.

First Tech Challenge (FTC)
We have 4 students on our FTC
Team (grades 5 through 8) and they
have been very busy. Their first
meeting was November 18. The team
watched a video presentation which
explained their 2015 challenge as well
as the requirement for “gracious
professionalism” in all they do. They
also opened a box with what seemed to
be an impossible number of parts! By
the following Monday, the team had
sorted all those parts and “sticky noted”
them step by step!
On Saturday, November 21 the Holy
Cross FTC team was invited to
Marysville Middle School to observe a
scrimmage event. They met the FTC
teams from Marysville, Algonac,

Memphis and a 4-H Club. Marysville
was very hospitable and our team
learned a lot. On the Tuesday of the
Thanksgiving break, our FTC team was
hard at work up in the school library
working on their Tetrix robot which they
have named “Rabbit”. As of today,
Rabbit is just a few hours away from
completion (of the chassis build) at
which point the team will then begin to
learn how to program their device.

HELP WANTED
The FTC Team is in need of a 5th
through 8th grade student with creativity
and good writing skills to maintain their
engineering journal and Outreach
Board. Please see Mrs. Steinmetz if
you are interested in being a member of
the FTC Team.
Three parents are needed to work
with our Jr. FLL students as they enter
into the “structured” phase of designing
and building. They will need some
assistance in putting together their
design and presentation boards, one
parent for each team.
A parent, grandparent or any other
committed adult who is willing to help
our teams secure grants and donations
from various companies is needed. This
can be done from home and some
information and contacts are available.
You will need a computer and internet
access. Our YTD donations to support
the above teams and activities have
exceeded $3,000. To sustain this
activity into the 2016-17 academic year,
we need to secure additional funds for
registration and incidentals. Please
contact the school office if interested.

