
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A WORD FROM THE WORDA WORD FROM THE WORDA WORD FROM THE WORDA WORD FROM THE WORD 

‘My son, you are here with me always; 
everything I have is yours. Lk 15:31 
 

Protecting God’s Children Protecting God’s Children Protecting God’s Children Protecting God’s Children 

Workshops for All VolunteersWorkshops for All VolunteersWorkshops for All VolunteersWorkshops for All Volunteers 
     The Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
“Protecting God’s Children” workshop is 
held periodically throughout the 
Archdiocese. To find a session that fits 
your schedule goes to www.virtus.org 
and select “Registration.” You will be 
directed to a prompt to search for 
locations. You will need this to do ANY 
classroom or lunchroom volunteering. 
Contact Mrs. Smith at 810.765.8300 if 
you need help. 
Remember, you need this workshop 
completed in order to volunteer for field 
day, camp or to chaperone field trips. 
 

got scrip? 

SCRIP office hours: 
Mondays and Fridays 7-9am; 

Mondays 5-7pm; and 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays 1-3pm. 
 
 

“Peddlers:” 
Patty Smith (St. Clair) 

Kelly Glowski (Algonac) 

The SCRIP office will be open with no 
change in their schedule (above) during 
Easter break to take care of your SCRIP 
needs. 
 

MarMarMarMark Your Calendar:k Your Calendar:k Your Calendar:k Your Calendar:    
• This Sunday, March 10: Open 

House 

• March 11: no school 

• March 14: Kindergarten Round 
Up & Preschool registration 

• March 18: PreK & K vision and 
hearing screenings 

• March 20: “Read In” day 

• March 21: No Chartwell’s or 
“special” lunch: everyone will 
need to bring a bag lunch and 
drink from home 

• March 28-April 7: Easter break 

 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

…Sunday! The school will be open from 
10:30-3:00 with the full staff being 
available from 1:00-3:00. That is the day 
of our joint Open House with Cardinal 
Mooney. This Open House is the time 
when we ask the entire school 
community to come together and do 
what they can to promote the unique 
learning environment that is Holy Cross.  
     This newsletter has a postcard 
attached to it. Give it to a friend and 
invite your friend to accompany you to 
the Open House. Your child was given a 
business card size card. Put your child’s 
name on the back and give it to your 
friend. When your friend comes to the 
open house, drop the card into the box 
marked for the Student Drawing. Your 
child will get a prize. Our goal is 100 
children registered in June for next year. 
Be a part of our growth. 
 

Science Fair 
…projects will all be on display during 
the Open House. We have a few 
budding scientists among us—come 
and see! 
 

NO SCHOOL on Monday, March 11NO SCHOOL on Monday, March 11NO SCHOOL on Monday, March 11NO SCHOOL on Monday, March 11    

 

Thank You!!Thank You!!Thank You!!Thank You!!    

….to Pat LaBelle, Pat Chopp, Craig 
Chadra, and Dolores Chadra for 
putting out Open House signs on 
Monday! 

 

ReReReRe----Registering for 2013Registering for 2013Registering for 2013Registering for 2013----14141414    
     Going home today with your oldest 
“Crusader” is your re-registration paper-
work for the 2013-14 school year.  
     You’ll notice the paperwork looks a 
bit different this year. The Archdiocese 
of Detroit has instructed us to use the 
new “contract” that is included in the 
packet; most of the other papers are the 
same.  
 

Daylight Savings Time 

Change 
…is this weekend. Set your clocks 
ahead an hour Saturday night or you’ll 
be late for church Sunday morning! 

VolleyballVolleyballVolleyballVolleyball    
     Last Thursday we traveled to St. 
Peter’s in Richmond; we hosted Trinity 
Saturday morning and IC Monday.  
     Tonight we’re back on the road, 
heading north to St. Mary McCormick. 
No games Saturday or Monday, so our 
next contest will be at next Thursday, 
March 14, at home against St. Peter 
School. Go, Crusaders! 
 

ACCELERATED READER 
Read the Most from Coast to Coast 

Last Friday, March 1
st
, Holy Cross 

joined with schools across the nation in 
taking Accelerated Reader tests. By the 
end of the day, 56 Reading tests had 
been taken by Holy Cross students. 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this possible. 
 

“America & Me” Essay Contest“America & Me” Essay Contest“America & Me” Essay Contest“America & Me” Essay Contest    
     Congratulations are in store for three 
students from Holy Cross who have 
been named winners in the 44th annual 
American & Me Essay Contest, 
sponsored by Farm Bureau Insurance. 
Abbey Guilliat earned first place with 
her essay about her grandma, Lillian 
Guilliat. Cami Claeys earned second 
place with her essay about her pediatric 
surgeon Dr. Eric Jones, from Children’s 
Hospital. Grace Fielhauer earned third 
place and wrote about her horse riding 
coach, Sue Cook. Abbey’s first place 
essay now advances to the state level 
competition, from which the top ten 
essays is Michigan will be selected. The 
winners for this competition will be 
announced in April. The top ten winners 
of the state will receive a plaque, medal, 
and a cash award of $1,000! Good luck, 
Abbey! (All three essays are printed 
elsewhere in this newsletter.) 
 

BINGO 

     Thank you to Marge Nicaise for co-
chairing the Wednesday bingo (at the 
Marine City K of C hall)! She’s finally 
“retiring” from bingo as of May 1—which 
means the bingo is looking for new co-
chairpersons. If you’re interested in 
learning about the job, please call 
Marge c/o school for details. 

CRUSADER NEWS AND VIEWS  

 
The Mission Statement of Holy Cross Catholic School is to partner with its families 

in the education of tomorrow’s Christian leaders 
by fostering academic excellence in a Christian community. 

 

March 7March 7March 7March 7, 2013, 2013, 2013, 2013    
 

 



    

Archdiocesan Grants 
     The application forms for the Arch-
diocese of Detroit’s tuition grants for 
2013-14 are available—call the school if 
you’d like a paper copy sent home with 
your child. (The forms are processed by 
a company known as PSAS.) 
     You can also find the form and 
directions on the website of the Archdio-
cese of Detroit: www.aod.org. Go to 
“Schools,” click on “Tuition Assistance 
and Scholarships,” then “Private School 
Aid” to find the PSAS application and 
directions. 
     This year, the applications must be 
received by PSAS before April 8, and 
there is a $20 fee. Do NOT send your 
application for this award to school—it 
needs to be mailed to the address for 
PSAS listed in the information. 
 

TRY US OUT 
We would like your child to invite a 
friend to spend the afternoon with us on 
days when East China has a half day of 
school. What better way to get to know 
what Holy Cross is about than to 
experience it first hand? The next East 
China half day is scheduled for April 11. 
If your child has a friend he/she would 
like to bring to Holy Cross, please make 
arrangements with the parents to drop 
their child off here and they can spend 
the afternoon with us. Since East China 
lets out after our lunch is over, the child 
must have been fed. Please contact the 
school so we can prepare to welcome 
your child’s friend. 
 

UNPLUG YOURSELF 
"Do you respond to the beep, ping, rattle 
and shake of your gadgets on 
command? You may be suffering from 
digital distress -- or maybe even a case 
of Social Media Anxiety Disorder -- and 
you might be in need of a digital purge.  
 
Sound like something you could benefit 
from? This Friday, March 8, marks the 
fourth annual National Day of 
Unplugging. Participants around the 
country can pledge to unplug from their 
digital crutches for a full 24 hours -- from 
sunset to sunset -- while experiencing 
the forgotten art of being present" 
 
I know as a professional, not all adults 
can completely disconnect (I know I 
cannot) but may be good for the kids, 
and maybe adults just set specific time 
to check the phone, text, whatever- to 
be sure any emergencies are not 
missed! 
 

    

Lunch, AidesLunch, AidesLunch, AidesLunch, Aides    

      We’re a little short of help at lunch 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays—is 
there anyone who might be available on 
either of those days, 10:40-11:30am? 
Quality time with your child and his/her 
friends! Please call Stacy Goulette or 
the school office (810.765.3591). 
Thanks! 
 

Young ArtistsYoung ArtistsYoung ArtistsYoung Artists    
     Mrs. Manninen is happy to announce 
the entries of the following students in 
the Studio 1219 (Port Huron) East China 
Student Art Show: 2

nd
 graders Matthew 

Zammit, Anna Winne and Annalise 
Udell; 3

rd
 graders Lauren Isrow and 

Ava Isrow; 4
th
 graders Chris Winne, 

Molly Tucker, Gabriel Rowland 
Renaud and Josh Babel; 5

th
 graders 

Jessica Barr, Hannah Schultz and 
Ethan Rogus; 6th grader Ricky 
Goulette; 7

th
 grader Joe Goldenbogen; 

and 8
th
 graders Abbey Guilliat and Lilly 

Wolf. Their work will be on display at 
Studio 1219 through March 23 (Tues-
Thurs., Sat. 11am-6pm; Fri. 11am-8pm). 
     These middle schoolers will have 
works featured in the 45

th
 annual 

Beatrice Thornton Middle School Art 
Exhibit at SC4 Fine Arts Gallery: 6

th
 

graders Jacklyn Smith, Thomi 
Tomlanovich and Anna Tucker; 7

th
 

graders Joe Goldenbogen, Calvin 
LaBelle and Caitlin Downey; and 8

th
 

graders Lilly Wolf, Abbey Guilliat and 
Cami Claeys. Their works will be on 
display (in the Visual and Performing 
Arts Building at SC4) through April 1 
(8am-8pm weekdays, special exhibits 
8am-5pm Saturdays, closed Sundays 
and closed March 15&16). 
     Congratulations to all our budding 
artists!! 

 

INTERIM TEST RESULTS 

Interim test results from February 
testing will be sent home with the 
school newsletter next Thursday. 
With the amount of flu and illness 
some of the children who were 
absent are still taking make up tests  
this week. Our hope is to send home 
the reports with next week’s 
newsletter. 

 
    

    

    

    

    

    

Student HighlightsStudent HighlightsStudent HighlightsStudent Highlights    
…for the month of February: 
     Though quiet and reserved, 
preschooler Madelyn Champion enjoys 
playing with her classmates. Madelyn 
also has a wonderful imagination! 
     Kindergartner Angela Winne’s 
favorite color is green and she also 
loves animals. Her favorite book is Ten 
Apples Up on Top by Dr. Seuss. Angie 
sais she doesn’t have a favorite thing 
about school, but she likes “everything” 
we do here. We love having you in 
Kindergarten Angie! 
     Second grader Matthew Zammit is 
an awesome writer who likes to work 
independently on special projects. His 
favorite subjects are social studies and 
math. Matthew wants to make tanks 
when he grows up. Way to go Matthew! 
     Ava Isrow is a respectful young lady. 
She is always courteous and demon-
strates the true meaning of what being 
Catholic is all about. Ava works hard on 
her third grade assignments and is 
always willing to help those in need. 
Jack Maben is a kind, helpful young 
man. He is always willing to assist 
others in need. He works hard in school 
and is willing to participate daily in fourth 
grade classroom activities. He sets a 
great example to what it means to be a 
Catholic. 
     Fifth grader Jessica Barr is a very 
intelligent young lady. She is true to her 
convictions and is willing to look at a 
problem from different angles before 
deciding on a solution. Jessie includes 
everyone in her circle and has a true 
Christian attitude. 
     Shanna Kowalewski is new to our 
school this year and we are so happy 
that she joined us. She is quiet and 
respectful. She is an eager learner and 
does well in all she attempts to do. 
Shanna will be a strong team player for 
our sixth grade class. Thomia 
Tomlanovich is our gymnast. She is at 
the gym about every night and loves 
what she does. She is a good and true 
friend and she has a very positive 
outlook on life. Along with gymnastics 
she loves shopping, swimming and even 
cleaning. 
     Eighth grader Camilla Claeys is full 
of energy and helps to brighten our day 
by her infectious laughter! She is quick-
witted and a positive thinker. Cami leads 
in many class discussions and helps 
others think “out of the box.” 



My Michigan Hero 
by Abigail Guilliat 

     What is a hero? Modern society tells 
us that to be a hero, you must have a 
flashy costume, empowering name, and 
a world-saving power. In reality, 
however, our heroes are our role 
models, the people we look up to; the 
people we know that will always be 
there to catch use when we fall, to pick 
us back up. They do not need to stop a 
speeding bullet, or save the world from 
destruction. The main thing about a hero 
is that no matter what they do, they will 
always be perfect to us. My Michigan 
Hero is my grandma, Lillian Guilliat. 
     At age 56, my grandmother lost her 
husband to pancreatic cancer. At this 
point in time, her world had stopped, it 
seemed as if everything was lost. 
However, although she has never fully 
recovered from her loss, she is the most 
positive and optimistic person I have 
ever known. She is always smiling and 
is always happy. She is able to always 
look toward the light, even when 
darkness reigns. Despite lots of 
challenges that age has brought her, 
such as a bad knee, she always seems 
to bounce back up from her struggles. 
My grandma’s positivity towards all 
situations has propelled her through life 
with a constant smile and sense of 
confidence that has pushed her through 
some of her darkest times.  
     My grandma also always makes an 
effort to see me. It is sometimes very 
hard for her to be there, but she always 
seems to be by my side. My parents 
work full-time jobs, and although it is far 
out of her way, she always picks me up 
from school when I cannot get a ride. 
She also always attends my sporting 
events. Whenever I participate in a 
sport, she always makes it her duty to 
come to at least one of my games, if not 
more. Any goal I have, or dream I strive 
for, she always back me up 100%. 
     Finally, my grandma has an undying 
compassion toward others. She never 
stops giving or sharing all of her unique 
qualities with the world. My grandma’s 
compassion is like an ardent fire that 
eternally burns and never stops giving 
comfort and warmth to those who are 
left in the cold. Before allowing herself to 
do anything, she always makes sure 
that everyone is comfortable and that 
they have everything they need. Her 
compassion never stops radiating and 
her love is unconditional. 
     Heroes certainly do not need powers, 
or huge reputations. Sometimes, it is the 
little things people do that have the 
greatest impact. My grandma has 

inspired me, and in being a huge part of 
my entire life, I hope that bits and pieces 
of her can live on through me and that I 
may grow up to be just like her. You 
have probably never met my grandma, 
or even heard her name, but she is my 
hero, and my life she has changed.  
 

My Michigan Hero 
by Cami Claeys 

     When I was nine years old my doctor 
said I had a slight case of scoliosis. 
Scoliosis is an abnormal curving of the 
spine. Everyone’s spine naturally curves 
a bit, but people with scoliosis have a 
spine that curves too much. But at that 
time there was not much to worry about. 
A lot of people have scoliosis and it 
never causes them any problems. It can 
just be something you live with. But then 
about a year later the doctor said my 
case was starting to get worse and I 
should get some x-rays taken. I went to 
Saint Clair Orthopedics where they took 
x-rays. The doctor there said the curve 
was already at 48%, at 50% they started 
recommending surgery. Wow, that was 
very scary to hear. My family wanted to 
make sure that we were doing the right 
things so we decided to get a second 
opinion from someone who specialized 
in kids with scoliosis, so my dad did 
some research to find the best. He 
found just the right doctor at the Detroit 
Children’s Hospital, Dr. Eric Jones. 
     Dr. Jones is a Pediatric Orthopedic 
Surgeon and he specializes in the 
pediatric spine. It was around Christmas 
when I met Dr. Jones for the first time. I 
was very nervous. Some nurses took x-
rays and then I met him. He was very 
nice and confident that he could help 
me. He said I would definitely need 
surgery and the sooner the better. My 
parents and I felt very sure that Dr. 
Jones would be the one who could help 
me. My dad read that he was the most 
experienced pediatric surgeon in 
Michigan. My parents made an 
appointment to have the surgery that 
summer.  
     That summer came very fast and 
before I knew it, it was the night of the 
big day. I couldn’t sleep I stayed awake 
in bed thinking of what recovery would 
be like, but I kept reminding myself that I 
was in good hands. I found out that Dr. 
Jones did about two scoliosis surgeries 
every week. 
     My mom woke me up at four o’clock 
in the morning on July 16

th
 to go have 

two titanium rods put in my back. My 
family got to the Children’s Hospital 
when it was still dark outside. When the 
nurse called my name I felt like I would 

faint. We followed her into an elevator 
and then down a hallway to a small 
room with a gurney. I was so scared, 
then Dr. Jones came in and helped calm 
me down. They wheeled me into the 
operating room, put a mask over my 
face and the next thing I knew I was 
waking up in the recovery room. A nurse 
named Pat told me I was in the recovery 
room and I was fixed, I wasn’t crooked 
anymore. 
     That was almost six months ago 
now. Dr. Jones changed my life forever. 
He has dedicated his life to helping kids 
like me and he is my hero.  
 

Not Just my Teacher, My Friend 
by Grace Fielhauer 

     My Michigan hero is my horse riding 
teacher, Sue Cook. I have been riding 
for seven years and Sue was there for 
me the whole time. When I first started 
riding, I was not very brave. Sue helped 
me through this. During every lesson, 
she would encourage me to go the extra 
mile. Sue taught me everything I know 
about riding. She taught me how to work 
smart and efficiently, respect animals, 
be responsible, and be safe around 
horses. Another reason Sue is my 
Michigan hero is because she devotes 
her life to teaching everyone who wants 
to learn how to ride. She and her 
daughter have a therapeutic riding 
program for handicapped people. They 
both have at least 15 lessons a week. 
     There are many characteristics about 
Sue that almost everyone loves. She’s 
funny, smart, and really fun to be 
around. If you are ever feeling down, 
she is always there to cheer you up. 
Every day she works hard to take care 
of her horse and ensure the safety of 
her students. Sue is also motivational, 
kind, positive, caring, supportive, and 
very generous. She makes you want to 
try even harder every lesson. She 
knows so much about horses that once 
in 1980, she was offered to go to the 
Olympics as a horse trainer. But sadly, 
the Olympics were boycotted that year 
and she did not get to go. She only 
wants the best for all of her students 
and tries to push them to achieve their 
best. Sue makes lessons fun by not just 
teaching how to ride. She also teaches 
us about grooming and caring for your 
horse. She helps us through the hard 
stuff and teaches us something new 
every day.  
      Sue lets us participate in the 4-H fair 
with her horses. She encourages us to 
have a good time and have good 
sportsmanship. She tries to watch all of 
us show our horses and she motivates 



us to do our best in every show. One 
time, my horse was not cooperating with 
me and when I took her into the practice 
ring, she bucked me off. Luckily, I was 
okay but I had to show again that day. I 
was terrified and did not want to get 
back on my horse. When Sue heard that 
this had happened, she came and gave 
me a pep talk. She told me that it was 
not wrong for me to be scared and that 
the best thing to do was to get back on. 
     Eventually I gave in and got back on 
my horse. I was a little jumpy at first but 
then I calmed down a little bit. I ended 
up getting a third place in the show! If it 
was not for Sue, I would probably still be 
scared to ride again. I hope that when I 
grow up, I can be as kind and 
reassuring as she is. That is why Sue 
Cook is my Michigan hero.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK! 
 
 

It’s time to order yearbooks!  
 
 
Cost will be $15 per book—all orders must be in the school office by next Friday, March 15. 
 
 
            
Student purchasing yearbook     grade 
 
 
   X $15 / yearbook = $   enclosed (cash or check to “OLR”) 
# of books             
ordered 

 
 

--Return this order form and payment to the school office by Friday, March 15 2013-- 

PRESCHOOL & 
KINDERGARTEN 

ROUND UP 
Preschool and Kindergarten Round 
Up will be held the Thursday after 
Open House, March 14

th
. If you know 

of anyone who is thinking about Holy 
Cross for their preschool or 
kindergarten aged child, please invite 
them to call the office (810) 765-3591 
and make an appointment today.  
 

Vision & Hearing Screenings 
…for next year’s Kindergartners will 
be available on Monday, March 18: 
call the school office for information. 

 

 


