
� �OR MOST PEOPLE, the center of their religious life is their parish church. Although it is often seen, 
there may be many unanswered questions about items in the church. 
 
Holy Cross Church is actually the third church of the parish. The first, a small log 
church, was on the George Cottrell property now known as Avalon Beach. It was 
built in 1826, two years after Fr. Gabriel Richard bought Catholic Point for 
$82.33. The log church was called St. Félicité. Only its bell was left after a flood 
in 1837 washed away the building. This bell and a land grant for Catholic Point, 

signed by John Quincy Adams, are among items in the parish archives. 
 
A second church, St. Agatha, was built in 1846 on Bridge Street near the present priest’s 
garage. As the parish grew, wings were added and the building was rededicated as Holy 
Cross. This frame building served until the present church was built in 

1903 at a cost of $45,000. The statues of the Blessed Virgin and St. 
Joseph come from the frame church. The hand-
carved Communion rail, recently restored and 
placed in the north end of the entrance, also came 
from that frame church. 

 
 

For serving Mass a 

visitin
g priest would often 

earn a 10 cent gratuity.  (In
 1934, 10 

cents would buy a double dip ice 

cream cone.) 

~Anonymous 

IMAGES and  MEMORIES                               

Limestone for the new church was 
shipped from Kelly Island in Ohio. The 
stained glass windows were made by 
Artistic Glass of Cincinnati. The large 
windows represent themes appropriate 
for a marine community. The north 
transept illustrates the story of Jesus 
and Peter walking on water. It has 
many small symbols related to sailing 
and was donated by sailors of the 
parish. The south transept pictures the 
Archangel Michael slaying a dragon.   

The south transept window was 
donated by St. Michael’s Benevolent 
Society which offered insurance to 
members (sick benefits of $4/week 
for 12 weeks and a $75 death 
benefit). In the sanctuary, the 
images, from the left, are St. Rose of 

Lima, St. Agnes, the Sacred Heart, 
St. Anthony and St. Aloysius. 
Windows throughout the church 
contain various religious symbols. 

 I remember the 
white picket fence that 
surrounded the rectory 
for well over fifty 
years.  The fence was 
built in the old grade 

school basement by 
my father, Hiram Britz.”  
 ~Patrick Britz 

“ Boys who served a Funeral Mass in 

the 30’s were ‘ rewarded’  with a ride 

to the cemetery in the mortician’s 

Lincoln or Cadillac Limo.”  

~Anonymous  

 

 



The rare 1861 Hook organ is the second oldest of its kind in Michigan. It was bought in 1904 from 
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Detroit. Its action is by a 
direct connection between key, windchest and pipe. The 
case and colorful decoration were added when the organ 
was completely restored. 
 
There have been two major re-decorations of the church 

interior. In 1939, the gilt “ stars”  on the ceiling and the 
panels in the sanctuary were added. The depictions of the 
apostles in the arches, originally oil paint on canvas, were 

replaced since the canvas 
had disintegrated. 
 
The most recent re-decoration occurred in 1988. The gilding was 
cleaned and the church entirely repainted in classic design. The side 
and center sections of the altar railing and the two extra 
confessionals below the choir loft were removed. Some parishioners 
used this material to create the present altar 

and the backdrop behind the altar . 
 

Cut from a white pine hand-hewn barn beam and donated by Dave Dziedzic 
in memory of the farmers who played a large part in the life of the parish, the 

14 foot Memor ial Cross was installed and blessed in December 2004. 
 
All these symbols, pictures and glorious colors can make a visit to Holy 
Cross Church an occasion for prayerful contemplation. Please visit our 
parish and our website, www.holycrossonline.net, for more images and 
memories. 
 

 

 
Our Church 

organ was 
pumped  by the 

Holy Cross 
School boys 

when was not 
operating.  

This was about 
70 yrs ago.  I 

know because I 
pumped. 

~Anonymous 

Parish dogs are not something new.  When a French priest, Fr. 
Gabriel Fuma died in 1932, he had been serving as an assistant at 

the Holy Cross Parish. Af-
ter his death, Fr. Fuma’s 
dog became confused by 
the loss of his master. He 
was totally bewildered by 
anyone trying to give him 
commands. He did not un-
derstand English.  Fr. 
Fuma had only spoken 
French to him. 

In the 1920’s, long before the Holy Cross Fall 
Festival, there was a 2 day Bazaar in the Parish Hall 
complete with spinning wheels, 
games and hourly raffles and a 
Sunday dinner prepared by the 
men and women of the parish. 
This was on the first floor. On 
the second floor there was a 
theater where singing and 
dancing and skits were 
performed on the stage. We 
also had an orchestra 
complete with drums, piano, 
violins and brass. ~Anonymous   

                              of HOLY CROSS PARISH 

Fr . Tim’s dog,  
Finnegan 

 


